
THE MIDDLE VIEWTHE MIDDLE VIEWTHE MIDDLE VIEW   

 A PUBLICATION OF THE GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL                             

      A National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE NOVEMBER 
 

November 4 

Grade 8 Party 

7:30 PM @MS 

 

November 7 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

6:30  PM to 8:30 PM @MS 

 

November 8 

Election Day/No Classes 

Parent Teacher Conferences 

9-12 noon @MS 

 

November 9 

End of Quarter 1 

 

November 10 

PTA meeting 

9:30 AM @MS 

 

November 11 

Veteran‘s Day/No School 

 

November 15 

Board of Education Mtg. 

8:15 PM @HS 

 

November 19 

PTA Sportswear Pick-Up 

 

November 24-25 

Thanksgiving Recess 

No Classes 

 

Maria Cafaro—Editor 

 

A n  E f f e c t i v e  P r a c t i c e  M e n t o r  S c h o o l  

 E s s e n t i a l  E l e m e n t s :  S c h o o l s  t o  W a t c h   

Dear Parents, 

 This month we celebrate the holiday of Thanksgiving, a holiday for self-

reflection as we assess our lives and feel gratitude for the blessings we enjoy.  Not 

only should this be a time of individual self-reflection, but as a school community, we 

need to reflect on what we wish to accomplish. As parents, we want our children to 

receive an excellent academic education that is also steeped in our community‘s val-

ues of respect for others, community and nation. We want our children to grow into 

adults of value, striving for excellence while demonstrating integrity and honor in all 

aspects of their lives.  

 With this critically in mind, we need to reflect on the type of programs that 

we offer and how our Middle School itself is structured to ensure that our children 

receive this first class education. To ensure academic, civic and social-emotional excel-

lence, our school has a teaming structure where teachers share a group of students. 

The teachers meet daily to discuss their shared students ensuring that no child can 

ever fall through the cracks.  Our children have opportunities to explore their inter-

ests through a wide-ranging elective program with courses ranging from daily physi-

cal education to science research. We never limit children in the Middle School – pro-

grams are open to those who wish to make the effort.  Our standards remain high, 

and we have found that our students meet the height of the bar placed before them.    

We realize our school is a wonderful environment for our students due to our empha-

sis on high scholarship, intramurals, athletics, extracurricular music and art pro-

grams, wide-ranging clubs, electives, and a daily affective-domain advisory program. 

Taken collectively, these outstanding individual programs and structures are what 

make our school such a special place. Our success due to our wide-ranging programs 

and teaming structure has been clearly validated by our Middle States Accreditation, 

our National Schools to Watch designation, Model School for Special Education desig-

nation, and National Blue Ribbon award. We are proud of our school‘s success and 

we thank our community for their ongoing support! 

 

Warmly, 

Peter Osroff, Ed.D.  
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

Email Communication  

 Email is a wonderful communication tool for parents and school personnel. However, as fast as it is, it cannot 

take the place of conversation on the phone or in person. Additionally, too often emails are sent in the heat of the mo-

ment and therefore may not assist with a healthy exchange of information. If you are upset, it is better to wait an hour 

before clicking on that send button. Moreover, it is at times easy to misinterpret the "voice" of the writer and misunder-

standings may result. We all need to keep emails polite, professional, succinct and reasonable in number. Of course, we 

welcome your communication outreaches to us in all formats, since, after all, we are all focused on one fundamental 

goal -- helping our children succeed.      

Attendance 

Please note the correct telephone number to report absences and lateness is 478-3009. The telephone number 

in the last issue of the Middle View was incorrect.  We apologize for the error! You can reach the number at any time; 

the machine is always on. Education Law permits an excused absence or tardiness for the following reasons only: sick-

ness or death in family, impassable roads or weather, religious observance, school-supervised trips, and required pres-

ence in court. Absence or tardiness for any other reason is considered unexcused. Parents are requested to advise the 

school of a child‘s absence or lateness by telephoning the school before 9:00 a.m. The school will telephone the homes of 

any unreported absences after 9:00 a.m. 

Your Child Absent? Need Homework Assignments? 

Don’t Worry — There’s Homework on the Web! 

 Please remember that your child's homework assignments are available on teacher 

web pages. If your child is ill for more than three school days, all  requests for worksheets or 

class work must be made through the guidance office (478-3020). Please use the web for 

homework assignments or have your child contact a classmate for absences of three days or 

less.  In the instance of any absence,  please do not email teachers directly to gather assign-

ments.  This request can only be made through the guidance office. 

Parental Portal 

 Parents who have provided the district with their email address, may access their child‘s information through 

the School Tool Parent Portal in two ways. You can either go to http://schooltool.gcufsd.net or go to the district page 

http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us and click on the link ―For Parents.‖ 

 

Electronic Devices 

 As specified in the student contract, all electronic devices, including cell phones and all 

types of cameras should be kept in the student‘s locked locker throughout the regular school day. 

Using a camera or a cell phone without prior permission is prohibited and will be viewed as a seri-

ous disciplinary violation subject to consequence. 

New York State English Language Arts Assessment 

 Students in grades 6-8 will be taking the New York State English Language Arts Assessment on April 17 and 

18.  Please note this is the week the students return from Spring Recess.    



Greetings from the Director’s Corner! 

Gina Christel, Director of Guidance 

 I have had the pleasure of working with some wonderful professionals this past year in the middle school.  Af-

ter listening to the guidance counselors speak at a recent PTA meeting, I was so proud of their ability to make parents 

feel that their children are in good hands.  They certainly are!  The thrust of what they communicated to the parents is 

that they, as middle school counselors, are a valuable resource to assist you through the sometimes ―trying‖ middle 

school years.   

 I recently saw a CNN special series on bullying.  Television journalist Anderson Cooper interviewed students 

from The Wheatley School about the recent school-wide survey that sociologists from the University of California 

(Davis campus) conducted.  The results of the survey were ―illuminating‖ to the principal.  As I listened to the students 

speak about their feelings about bullying that, according to the survey, are at its peak during 8th grade, I am reminded 

about the importance of our students‘ emotional well-being.  Having a trained adult, a guidance counselor, in the mid-

dle school is an important resource when these issues arise.  As we all remember, being a ―tween‖ is not easy and we 

sometimes relied upon our own peers to help solve our problems.  We must encourage our children, however, that al-

though our friends can be helpful, they may need to talk to another trusted adult.  Besides you as parents, their guid-

ance counselor is another great resource! 

 This morning I heard these following words of advice spoken by one of our students who was reading the     

announcements: 

―Today’s Cyberbullying Fact: Well over half of young people do not tell their parents when cyber bullying occurs.  It‘s 

important to tell your parents what‘s going on, or tell an adult, teacher, principal or friend in order to get support. In 

addition, it is important to print out and  write down all incidents, if you plan to report it.‖ 

 

 At a recent freshman parent meeting, I showed a YouTube video on cyber bullying. Please take a few minutes 

to review this link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcYK7A2JS1s  The parent feedback was very positive and it is 

important that we recognize the signs if our children are being cyber bullied. On Wednesday, Oct. 12, I, along with the 

three counselors and many staff members and students, wore orange for Unity Day for bullying prevention. There are 

so many initiatives that our school district is doing to help combat this behavior.  We appreciate your parental support 

in learning as much as you can to combat bullying as well.  

SPOTLIGHT ON  

The guidance department 

Welcome 6th Grade Students!  

 On September 6, 2011, sixth grade students were officially welcomed to Garden City Middle School 

at an assembly where they were greeted by Dr. Osroff, Principal, Mrs. Lee and Mr. Marr, Assistant Princi-

pals, Mrs. Shea, sixth grade class advisor, and Mrs. Gaska, sixth grade counselor. 

 To kick off the year, Mrs. Gaska has also been visiting each ELA class to introduce the middle school 

guidance program.  Students have been given an overview of the school‘s support team, and the academic, 

social, and emotional aspects of the counseling program, as well as how a school counselor can help them.  

The presentations were very interactive, and students were encouraged to share their 

thoughts and feelings about middle school.  Each child completed a personal activity sheet 

to assist Mrs. Gaska in getting to know her students. 

 From the tone of these group lessons, Mrs. Gaska is feeling that this will be a very 

exciting year full of growth and development for all of her new middle schoolers! 

 Please feel free to contact Mrs. Gaska at gaskal@gcufsd.net. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcYK7A2JS1s


Become Active In Your School! 

 It‘s very important for students to be a part of the school community, and being in-

volved is a great way to make new friends and participate in something that students en-

joy.  Students are encouraged to continue their involvement in school clubs, activities, and 

sports, and the Guidance Department would like to challenge every child to join at least one 

club, intramural sport, or team sport this year.  Opportunities for involvement are announced 

every school day as well as posted online, and recently a master list of clubs was e-mailed 

home.  The list includes names of advisors, locations, and day/time of each activity.  A descrip-

tion of each club can be found on the middle school homepage under the Guidance Department.  

 Individual Meetings Have Already Begun! 

 As part of the New York State Comprehensive Guidance model, each student in grades six, seven, and eight 

meets with their guidance counselor both individually and in groups.  These meetings are a great way for both students 

and counselors to address any concerns or issues that may arise.  It is also an opportunity for each counselor to estab-

lish closer relationships with their counselees, and build upon those relationships that have already been established 

over the years.  Any student/parent who would like to meet with their guidance counselor may schedule an appoint-

ment at any time.   

The Middle School Guidance Office 

 Garden City Middle School‘s Guidance Office provides guidance services to students in grades six through 

eight.  Some of the programs implemented include lunch groups, classroom visit push-ins, individual and group student 

meetings, parent conferences, and evening programs.   

 One of the department‘s goals is to promote each student‘s academic, social, and emotional development, while pro-

viding a safe and trusting environment where students feel comfortable speaking with their counselor.  We also encourage 

parents to reach out to us as needed, so that our joint efforts assist in your children‘s success. 

SPOTLIGHT ON  

The guidance department 

 Welcome New 7th and 8th Grade Students to GCMS! 

 Mrs. Ingoglia and Mrs. Weiner conducted a ―welcome group‖ with new 7th and 8th grade students to Garden 

City.  During this group session, students were able to talk about their feelings with regards to how they are adjusting 

to their new school and/or making new friends.  Clubs and activities were also discussed and encouraged.  Everyone 

reports that they love Garden City Middle School and we are so happy that they are here!  Welcome!   

Mrs. Weiner, seventh grade counselor,  lunches 

with seventh grade students new to GCMS. 

Mrs. Ingoglia, eighth grade guidance coun-

selor , welcomes  eighth grade students new 

to GCMS. 



The Career Unit- Grade 7 

 Beginning in the month of September, seventh grade teachers, Ms. Beovich and Ms. Economou, along with Mrs. 

Weiner, began the career unit in Home and Careers.  Mrs. Weiner discussed how career education was a process that 

takes place from early childhood into adulthood.  Some examples of how students learn about careers include field 

trips, guest speakers, children‘s literature, media, play centers, and ―career days.‖  Students were asked to create a list 

of factors that influence one‘s career choice and then each of them shared which were the most important to them.  We 

have a lot of seventh grade students who want to earn money!   

 During the unit, students will have the opportunity to explore their interests, skills, values, and abilities 

through the use of career inventories.  Students will learn how to complete job applications, write resumes and practice 

job interviewing skills.  Guest speakers will visit the class to discuss their careers.   

 Students who would like additional information can visit the career sections at the Middle School library and 

the Public Library.  Mrs. Weiner will also be discussing possible future careers when she meets with each student.   

SPOTLIGHT ON  

The guidance department 

 National Junior Honor Society 

 During the 7th grade opening day assembly, The National Junior Honor Society advisor, Mr. Camilleri, spoke to 

the students about membership requirements.  Specific criteria and application procedures were reviewed, and stu-

dents were informed that following the third quarter qualified students will receive an application to apply for mem-

bership.  Students who meet the criteria will be asked to attend the induction ceremony scheduled for the evening of 

May 22, 2011.  Additional information can be found in the student planner or on the middle school website.   

Welcome Back Seventh Grade Students! 

 On September 6, the seventh graders were welcomed back to the start of the new school year.  

Mr. Tullo discussed the athletic program and Mrs. DeCillis invited everyone to participate in Student 

Council.  Mrs. Weiner spoke to the students about the importance of keeping up with their school-

work/homework and extra-curricular activities.  The academic rigor increases in seventh grade, and 

students are encouraged to seek out extra help if necessary.   

Eighth Grade News 

 It‘s hard to believe that we are halfway through the first quarter already!  Eighth 

graders were welcomed back and have settled into the new school year – their last at the 

middle school!  Mrs. Ingoglia, eighth grade counselor, has met with the class as a group on 

several occasions to set the tone for the upcoming year.  The message from the Guidance 

Office is one of striving for academic success.  Eighth grade is an important transition year 

in our students‘ lives.   This year sets the foundation for their high school experience.  In June, students in the acceler-

ated program will be taking Regents exams in both math and science –the course grade and the regents scores will be 

reported on their high school transcripts.  For all students, this year determines placement in high school courses 

(Regents courses or honors).  For additional information regarding the eighth into ninth grade honors policy, please 

visit our counseling department website: http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/departments/guidance/

gchs_honors_policy/ 

 The process of transitioning the eighth graders to high school begins in December and continues throughout 

the remainder of the school year.  Student and parent informational meetings are planned to educate all about the proc-

ess.  Student ―Bridge Days‖ provide our middle school students an opportunity to visit the high school and learn more 

about high school life.  An evening orientation program is scheduled for January 5, 2012,  for parents and students at 

the high school. 



SPOTLIGHT ON  

The guidance department 

Tips for Less Stressful Exams 

 

Most often the mere mention of the word ―TEST‖ can send the most confident student into a tizzy.  Here are some basic 

tips to help your child navigate the world of exams! 

 

1. Students should first seek help from the subject area teacher.  The teacher is the expert not only on the curriculum 

but also on the test.  Teachers extra help sessions are designed to review content and focus students on the material 

covered on the test.  A child can spend hours studying for an exam and fail  because they have not studied the ap-

propriate material. 

2. Make use of study guides.  Most teachers prepare comprehensive packets to prepare their students for the exams.  

Children should be working on them each evening and seeking help when they do the material. 

3. Have a quiet study/homework environment,  a computer,  phone, and TV free zone. 

4. Review class notes and organize handout material.  Students should ensure that their notes are complete and legi-

ble and they have all the dittos that were given in class. 

5. Study the most difficult subject FIRST. 

6. Allow for breaks. Take a 10 minute break for a quick snack or stretch and then get right back 

to the books. 

7. Prepare a study schedule on a family calendar and plan out each night‘s study routine.  

Don‘t cram.  Studying a little each night is preferred over packing it all in the night before. 

8. Do the memory drills just before bed (i.e. review of vocabulary and flash cards) . 

9. Enlist the help of a parent or study buddy to quiz the student on the material.  You don‘t 

know what you don‘t know. 

Homework Suggestions for Parents 

Below are some suggestions as to how you might be involved constructively with your child‘s homework. 

1. Set a regular time to do homework. 

2. Ask your child questions about his/her assignments  

3. Remove distractions.   

4. Provide supplies and resources. 

5. Look over the homework but do not do the homework for your child. 

6. Review with your child the teacher‘s comments placed on homework, essays, or 

tests. 

7. Contact the teacher if there is a homework problem or need that you cannot re-

solve. 

8. Provide praise for good work habits and satisfactory completion. 

9. Always communicate positive expectations to your child. 

 

 Parents should be involved with homework when children are in middle school but not too involved! Be care-

ful not to:  hover over your child, get upset at mistakes your child makes, do the work when your child can‘t, and be-

lieve your child‘s success or failure confirms your success as a parent.  Being too involved sends kids harmful messages 

like, ―I don‘t think you‘re capable of doing this.‖  Such messages make kids feel guilty and incompetent.  And being 

over-involved keeps kids dependent on you.  They come to believe they can‘t work without you.  It is important to help 

your child become independent during the Middle School years.   



How I Can Best Help My Child 

 For many children, the start of the school year begins with the greatest intentions.  A fresh start can be wonder-

ful motivation to put your best foot forward.  Everyone could benefit from a clean slate!  As school counselors, we sug-

gest parents seize this opportunity to set the tone for the academic year.  There are many ways for parents to partner 

with teachers to help their child develop and strengthen good study and work habits.  During the middle school years, 

students should be discovering their personal learning style and developing strategies that will help them reach their 

potential.   
 

Here are some suggested tips for parents to help their child do their very best at school: 
 

1. On a daily basis, ask about your child‘s day and schoolwork.  Have them report what took place and what is being 

covered in class.  Parental involvement is paramount. 

2. Create a good work environment at home – free from distractions, i.e. television, music, computer and phone.  If 

possible, homework should be completed at the same time each day – preferably after a small snack. 

3. Know your child‘s friends.  It is common for social issues to impede a child‘s academic focus during the middle 

school years. 

4. Promote good health habits.  Ensure you child is eating balanced meals and healthy snacks, proper exercise and 

getting enough sleep each night so they are able to focus and participate in class. 

5. Check the school website: www.gardencity.k12.ny.us for teacher updates, test and project planning and daily as-

signments. 

6. Encourage your child to join one of the many school clubs or sponsored activities.  Becoming a member of a school 

club is an opportunity for a child to explore their interests and talents, as well as, a chance for them to meet others and 

make new friends. 

7. Seek out school resources to help your child with content material as well as becoming a more involved student.  

Students should avail themselves of teacher extra help sessions, support classes for 7th and 8th grade students and the 

library resource center. 

8. Each child can benefit from parental encouragement.  Praise your child‘s achievements and efforts.  This will help 

build their self-esteem and help them try their best. 

9. Inform the school counselor whenever there is a situation that may impact your child‘s learning and ability to do 

their best at school. 

10. Encourage a positive attitude towards education.  When discussing school issues, let your child know that you and 

school personnel work as a team to support their success. 

SPOTLIGHT ON  

The guidance department 

Take the Lunacy Out of Hectic School Mornings  

       (by Kim Painter, adapted from Newsday) 

Five tips for parents to help create a smooth school morning: 

Handle the truth.  Realize how much time it really takes to get ready in the morning.   

Get up first.  If you are the director of the show, set the stage for a calm morning by getting up 

a little earlier. 

Do more before.  Pack lunches and backpacks in the evening. 

Avoid scavenger hunts.  Make sure all supplies and papers are packed and ready for the 

morning. 

Expect weather.  Make sure jackets and weather related articles are available.   

http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/


IN & AROUND  

G c m s  

American Mathematics Competition at the GCMS 

Based on recommendations of mathematics teachers, twenty 8th graders, twenty 7th graders, and ten 6th 

graders have been chosen to compete in the American Mathematics Competition (AMC 8).  The contest 

will be held on Tuesday, November 15, in the school cafeteria during periods one and two.  The 40-

minute contest consists of 25 challenging multiple-choice questions.  Award certificates will be presented to the top 

scorers from each grade.   

 According to the Mathematical Association of America, the contest‘s ―real rewards come from challenging each 

student with mathematics that is new, different, and ‗outside the box‘.‖ 

 Mrs. Heid, the contest coordinator, can‘t wait to see how well we do!  Check the newsletter for the results. 

S.T.O.P. THEN SEND  

 On Thursday, October 6, 2011, Mr. Brian Heid, an Assistant District Attorney from Nassau 

County‘s Technology Crime Unit, came to the Middle School and spoke to all grades about Internet 

Safety.  The program that he presented is called: S.T.O.P. (Study the content; Think about others; 

Only send if appropriate; Pictures are forever) THEN SEND. 

 This program is designed to prevent abusive online activity.  It was created to educate students about the dan-

gers of cyber-bullying and how to avoid risky behaviors that may compromise their safety when using the Internet. 

 This informative program not only went over helpful tips about Internet usage, it also offered a unique per-

spective from a legal standpoint about the DO‘S AND DON‘Ts of Internet use. 

GCMS Spirit Day was a Success! 

 On Friday, October 14,  sixth, seventh, and eighth 

grade students came to school decked out in maroon and 

grey to show their Garden City spirit!  To further show 

their GC pride, each home base created a door that repre-

sented ―What Garden City Means to Me…‖ 

 Congratulations to the winning home base doors: 

6th Grade- Mrs. Fusci 

7th Grade- Mrs. Shaw’s Homebase  

8th Grade- Mrs. N. Gallagher’s Homebase 
 

The winning home bases 

will receive a pizza 

party! 

 

 

Winner!  Mrs. Shaw’s 

home base theme is “Fill 

your Bucket with GC 

Pride.” 

Eighth Grade French Students Use their 

Cell Phones In Class! 

 Mr. Strauzer‘s grade 8 French students used their 

cell phones to communicate in the 

target language.  Their task was to 

make a doctor‘s appointment ―with a 

twist.‖  The first appointment could-

n‘t be accommodated due to a prob-

lem (doctor sick, doctor off, etc).  Per-

sonal Identification, Health and Wel-

fare Information, and NYS Check-

point A World Languages standards 

were practiced.  Students loved prac-

ticing their speaking skills during their memorized skits.  

A job ―très bien fait.‖  They can‘t wait to use their phones 

again in class!! 

 

http://www.maa.org/


Ms. Biondi’s Art Corner 
 Reminder to all students the Art Club has been divided into sections by grade. 

Please check the school website under Fine Arts, Mrs. Biondi‘s webpage for the dates 

when your grade will meet. All students may join at anytime. If you wish to join please do 

not forget to bring your membership form to your next meeting.  Please see Mrs. Biondi in room 246 if you have 

any questions. Congratulations to all art club members who submitted entry artwork for the PTA Reflections con-

test visual arts division! 

 

              Drawing tip of the month: Draw what you see! This is a simple rule but complex in practice. For example, 

we all know what a hand looks like but when drawing a hand, don‘t think of it as a hand, draw the shapes that 

make up the hand. 

 

  ”Happy are the painters, for they shall not be lonely. Light and color, peace and hope, will keep them  

    company to the end of the day." -- Winston Churchill. 

IN & AROUND  

G c m s  

Unity Day 

 As part of Spirit Week, Garden City Middle School participated in ―Unity Day.‖  Schools 

across the district and nation joined together for this special event.   The goal was to send a mes-

sage of support to students who have experienced bullying.   The school invited all staff, students 

and members of the community to wear ORANGE on Wednesday, October 12, to help stamp out 

bullying.  The theme was to ―Make it orange and make it end!‖ to unite against bullying. 

Cupcakes, Brownies, Cookies Galore! 

 On October 31, the Anti-Bullying Club (ABC) hosted their annual Halloween Troops Bake 

Sale.  Students sold  baked goods during all lunch periods outside the cafeteria.  Hundreds of dol-

lars were raised to help support the troops.  Thanks to everyone for their support! 

United We Stand! 

 The Anti-Bullying Club (ABC) was proud to march in this year's Homecoming Parade.  Club members wore 

shirts with anti-bullying messages displayed on front.  The club displayed a banner with the logo "kids helping 

kids".  ABC meets every Monday from 3:20 to 4p.m. in the library.  New students are always welcome to join.  Addi-

tional club information can be found on the Garden City Middle School's website.  For specific questions, please feel 

free to contact Ms. Greenwald. 



The Garden City Middle School Library 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

The GCMS Library 
opens at 7:30 am ! 

 Stop by the GCMS Library to do research, type 

up an assignment, borrow or return a library 

book, or sit and read in a quiet place in the 

morning before school.   

 
  

  The Boy at the End of the World 

by Greg van Eekhout 

 

This is what he knew: His name was Fisher. The world was dangerous. He was alone. 

Fisher is the last boy on earth and things are not looking good for the human 

race. Only Fisher made it out alive after the carefully crafted survival bunker 

where Fisher and dozens of other humans had been sleeping was destroyed. 

Luckily, Fisher is not totally alone. He meets a broken robot he names Click, 

whose programmed purpose-to help Fisher "continue existing"-makes it act an 

awful lot like an overprotective parent. Together, Fisher and Click uncover 

evidence that there may be a second survival bunker far to the west. The ques-

tion is, can Fisher continue existing long enough to get there? 

     

 
  

  A Tale Dark and Grimm 

by Adam Gidwitz , Jacob W. Grimm , Wilhelm Grimm 

 

Hansel and Gretel walk out of their own story and into eight other classic 

Grimm (and Grimm-inspired) fairy tales. An irreverent, witty narrator leads us 

through encounters with witches, warlocks, dragons, and the devil himself. As 

the siblings roam a forest brimming with menacing foes, they learn the true 

story behind the famous tales, as well as how to take charge of their destinies 

and create their own happily ever after--Because, once upon a time, fairy tales 

were awesome. 

     

 
  

  

  Horse of Her Own 

by Annie Wedekind  

Jane Ryan has always dreamed of having her own horse—but so long as she 

gets to ride her favorite horse, Beau, at Sunny Acres farm, she‘s content. When 

summer camp begins, Jane receives heartbreaking news about Beau. She‘s los-

ing him to a new owner. When her trainer asks her to help with a newcomer to 

the barn, Lancelot, she has no choice but to say yes. Lancelot is beautiful and 

talented, but he‘s also wild and dangerous. Jane realizes that he needs her as 

much as she needs him. But Jane must find faith in herself before she can have 

faith in Lancelot. And if she does, she just might get to compete in the end-of-

summer competition—and maybe even end up with a horse of her own. 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/greg-van-eekhout
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/adam-gidwitz/2978399
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/jacob-w-grimm
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/wilhelm-grimm
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/annie-wedekind

